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GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT - SNOWSPORTS



REVIEWED BY Solar Aug 18

	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – SNOW SPORT TRIP

This risk assessment assumes a ski trip or holiday organised through a tour operator

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm?)


	EXISTING (GENERIC) CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	ADDITIONAL (SPECIFIC) CONTROL MEASURES

Briefly outline how you will apply the control measures or any additional measures specific to the visit.
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	It is recommended that the leader of the ski trip should have attended a Snowsport England Snowsport Course Organiser training.

All skiing, snowboarding and all other activities on snow must be led by staff qualified to supervise the specific activity, usually instructors, nationally qualified, employed by the local ski school or tour operator. Establishments must organise qualified supervision for any skiing, which takes place outside instructed sessions. 

Training appropriate to the level of activity undertaken. 

If supervising skiing /snowboarding a leader MUST hold a relevant instructor qualification or hold the Alpine Ski Course Leader award (ASCL) or the Snowboard Leader award. It is important to remember that qualifications are not interchangeable.

If instructing the leader MUST hold an appropriate award issued by the British Association of Snowsport Instructors (BASI) for skiing or snowboarding. If skiing abroad, an instructor’s award issued in that country would be appropriate.

Leaders should be available on the slopes during pupil ski lessons. They should know the times of such lessons and where the groups are and be able to collect pupils after the lesson.

For further guidance refer to OEAP National Guidance on Snowsports
	
	
	

	Cold injury, hypothermia effects of sun
	· Parents/carers and young people briefed re suitable clothing and equipment and importance of protection against cold and sun e.g. sun cream, sunglasses goggles etc.

· Young people’s clothing and equipment monitored by staff

· Instructors should monitor pupil and staff condition throughout the day.
	
	
	

	Hazards during après ski/evening activities
	· Check that any activities provided by the tour operator are covered by OV2, CLOtC Quality badge and suitably risk assessed by tour operator

· Activities arranged by Visit leader must be risk assessed by Visit leader

· Visit leader considers activities suitable for group and provides sufficient establishment staff supervision

· Check that all young people attend ‘ski school’ or are otherwise supervised.
· Staff understand their supervision responsibilities.
	
	
	

	Hazards while skiing/during snow activities
	· Skiing and snow activities arranged through a reputable ski school – ski provider checked via OV2 or CLOtC Quality badge.

· Young people only ski under supervision or qualified ski instructors, leaders or supervisors

· Young people understand independent skiing without instructor/qualified leader is not allowed

· Young people briefed that sensible behaviour, (following of the resort skiing code is essential) including use of lifts – consequences of unacceptable behaviour agreed – sanctions agreed and outlined as part of consent form

· Young people to look after each other while skiing – buddy system – and know what to do if separated from group

· Meeting points agreed for staff, group and instructors at the end of ski sessions

· Young people know safe procedures for carrying skis/walking in ski boots

· Staff understand their supervision responsibilities including caring for sick or injured young people

· Insurance cards are carried by young people, or if held by staff, instructors can contact staff

· Equipment obtained from reputable supplier and specifically fitted and then labelled for each person. Young people know not to swap equipment

· All young people and staff must wear helmets for skiing and snow boarding, which conform to BS/EN 1077/2007.

· Emergency plan agreed and staff and young people briefed
	
	
	

	Hazards in ski resort
	· Specific risk assessment for resort completed by leader and code of practice for “non-directed time” agreed – Young people and other staff briefed

· Young people briefed re low risk places/areas in resort they may go and times allowed away from hotel and return times

· Young people know value of foreign currency, warned of dangers of icy surfaces and traffic on right

· No alcohol may be bought or drunk by young people (possibly agree other rules for over age young people)

· Young people stay in pairs/groups (buddy system)

· Young people know where and how to contact staff members and what to do if separated from group

· Staff know when they are “on duty” and understand they have responsibility for young people at all times
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – SNOW SPORT TRIP

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm,

including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CONTROL MEASURES



	
	

	
	

	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	

	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:
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ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:




SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Visit Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

TAKING PART IN THE VISIT)

[image: image1.jpg]