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– ROCK CLIMBING 

REVIEWED BY MS 08/2017

	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – ROCK CLIMBING – Including Climbing Walls and ‘Weaselling’/Rock Hopping

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go wrong)

(including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	ADDITIONAL (SPECIFIC) CONTROL MEASURES

Briefly outline how you will apply the control measures or any additional measures specific to the visit.
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Leader competence must be approved by the Outdoor Adviser. In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience the leader must hold for:

Artificial Climbing walls : Site Specific approval or the Mountain Training England (MTE) Climbing Wall Award and, if appropriate the Climbing Wall Leading Award.

Rock Climbing: MT Single Pitch Award (SPA), Mountain Instructors Award, Mountain Instructors Certificate or UIAGM Guide certificate. 

Rock Hopping/Weaselling: This activity involves rock scrambling on, around and under boulders and small gritstone rock edges in the Dark Peak, Derbyshire. In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience, leader must be approved by the Sport, Outdoor Learning and Sustainability Adventure Manager (SOLASM) to lead this activity. Leaders must hold at least an MT ML (Summer) award or SPA and have experience of undertaking such activities.

For Guidance on levels of technical competence see AALA Note:5.18, this can be found in the Resources section of EVOLVE under ‘National Guidance’.

Training appropriate to the level of activity undertaken
	
	
	

	Avoidable objective dangers / unsuitable location for ability of group
	Location is specifically assessed by the leader and named on EVOLVE. 

Written site specific risk assessment and/or operating procedures

Climbing Wall -  Is the Wall a member of the ABC?

Rock Climbiing - If completed by SPA, assessment approved by MIA technical advisor. Unless SPA holds an AALS licence

Rock Hopping - No pitches in which a rope is required are used without additional approval 

Routes are specifically assessed by leader prior to session and during activity


	
	
	

	Equipment failure, inappropriate use of equipment
	· Equipment checked before use

· Qualified supervision as above. Instruction/monitoring of use of equipment

· Equipment used according to manufacturers recommendations

· Equipment regularly checked and log maintained according to BMC/UIAA recommendations
	
	
	

	Fall from height, objects falling from above, trips and slips at foot of face
	· Qualified supervision as above, instructors working within remit of qualification

· Group size and ratios set with regard to NGB guidance, site and nature of group and staff competence.

· Appropriate use of specialist climbing equipment used (ropes, helmets, harnesses etc)

· Effective briefing of young people, behaviour monitored and managed appropriately, vigilance of all staff during activity

· Helmets worn whilst rock climbing/rock hopping, including at base of rock face, separate risk assessment for artificial walls.

· Instructor must give consideration to their own safety while setting up top ropes and rope systems 

· Appropriate briefing of young people behaviour monitored and vigilance of all staff during activity

· Warn young people about the danger of tripping over ropes and changes in floor surfaces

Climbing wall - 
· When climbing above head height all pupils will be belayed

· When climbing below head height suitable safety mats must be in place

· Keep bystanders clear of the Wall when bouldering/climbing is taking place

Peer Belaying:

Staff should ensure there has been a progressive system of training prior to any group member being involved in belaying. It is recommended that the OEAP and AALA Peer belaying guidance should be followed. Copies available on EVOLVE, in the Guidance and Resources section

Rock Hopping -  Leader and other adults understand how to “spot” participants appropriately

· Young people involved in spotting are trained appropriately 

· Group size and ratios suitable (up to 12 students with additional adult)
	
	
	

	Entrapment
	· Long hair tied back and loose clothing tuck in

· Releasable systems used if abseiling
	
	
	

	Exposure to environmental factors – heat, cold, rain, wind
	· Adequate protective clothing and equipment

· Check weather forecast

· Ability to change plans if weather inappropriate – Plan ‘B’

· Kit list to parents/carers; kit checked before departure

Rock Hopping – possible use of gloves

Wash hands after outdoor climbing and rock hopping
	
	
	

	Illness or injury
	· Information about existing medical conditions and special needs known by staff, activities planned accordingly

· First aid equipment carried by each group
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – ROCK CLIMBING

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young 

people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm

including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CONTROL MEASURES

	
	

	
	

	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	

	
	


	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:
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SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF MEMBERS TAKING PART 



IN THE VISIT)

