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	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION- Leader competence must be approved by LA Outdoor Education Adviser.  In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience leader must hold a Site Specific approval or MTE Climbing Wall Award, Single Pitch Award, Mountain Instructor Award, Mountain Instructor Certificate or International Federation of Mountain Guide Association Guide certificate.




	Hazards 
Considered
Step 1
	Who might be 
harmed and how

Step 2

	Existing Control Measures:


	Further action - Step 3
Consider group supervision requirements, travel and hazards in the environment used.
	Generic controls are  applied?

If not detail in further actions
	Risk when all generic controls are applied

	Avoidable dangers/unsuitable location for ability of group
	Participants & staff, falls and impact injuries
	· Known locations are used – pre visit required for new sites
· Leader is registered with the site and has been inducted into its operating procedures or systems.

· Sites have appropriate insurance and facilities – use provider assurance form where necessary.
	
	
	Low

	Equipment failure, inappropriate use of equipment
	Participants,  staff, disabling or fatal injury, falling
	· Qualified supervision as above
· Ongoing monitoring of maintenance and use of equipment, if establishments own harnesses and equipment, records are kept and available for inspection 

	
	
	Low

	Use of unsuitable part Climbing Wall/facilitry for ability of group.
	Participants

Staff, strains and other injuries.
	· Location is known to and activity specifically risk assessed by leader. 

· Progression appropriate to group and part of session
· Warm up activities or easy routes/problems used prior to more challenging routes/problems

· Use of Gym equipment, campus boards etc restricted unless specifically considered and supervised by the leader.

	
	
	Low

	Fall from height, objects/climbers  falling  from above
	Participants

staff, collision and head injury.
	· Qualified supervision as above, instructors working within remit of qualification

· Group size and ratios suitable (usually up to 12 students plus extra adult) 

· Appropriate specialist climbing equipment used (ropes, helmets, harnesses etc)  

· Proper briefing of participants, behaviour monitored and managed appropriately, vigilance of all staff during activity
· Peer belaying includes use of person tailing rope and leaders remain in a position to intervene if required.
· Wearing of helmets specifically assessed  and not when using Auto Belay systems
· Leaders ensure own safety appropriately
	
	
	Low

	Illness or existing condition

	Participants

Staff, medical emergency.
	· Leader first aid trained
· Information about existing medical conditions known by staff
· Accident/emergency procedures known by leaders
· First aid equipment carried by party
	
	
	Low

	Bouldering areas – walking beneath sections where others are climbing
	Participants & staff, collision and head injury.
	· Participants briefed about activity and site risks

· Particular areas of potential danger highlighted and made out-of-bounds except when specifically supervised
· High level of vigilance maintained
· Group briefed on maintaining bouldering areas clear and not using matting area as place to sit.
	
	
	Low


	Location of visit
	Date

	Assessment carried out by
	Date
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This generic risk assessment identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of visit or activity. Before undertaking the activity establishments must also make an assessment of any specific risks associated with their visit, including travel, sites used, activities and specific group needs.
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