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	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – RIVER WALKS, SEA LEVEL TRAVERSE, COASTEERING, GORGE STREAM SCRAMBLING (PLANNED ENTRY INTO WATER AS AN ADVENTURE ACTIVITY)

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm?)


	EXISTING (GENERIC) CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	ADDITIONAL (SPECIFIC) CONTROL MEASURES

Briefly outline how you will apply the control measures or any additional measures specific to the visit.
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Leader Competence must be approved by the Outdoor Adviser in addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience of activity, leader must have training relevant to nature and location of stream. In remote terrain, leader must hold relevant walking award and, to use ropes, a rock climbing award or site specific training such as MT SPA, MIA, MIC, CIC, UIAGM Guide certificate or a suitable combination of other awards agreed with the Outdoor Adviser..

Leaders must know when it is appropriate NOT to allow the activity to go ahead

Guidance in DfES “Handbook for Group Leaders” and the leaflet "Group Safety at Water Margins" available in the Guidance and Resources section of EVOLVE.

For Guidance on levels of technical competence see AALA Note:5.18, this can be found in the Resources section of EVOLVE under ‘National Guidance’
	
	
	

	Extreme weather, cold water. (Hypothermia, submersion, Drowning)
	· Seasonal (usually April – October) activity, consideration of forecast and prevailing conditions on day, suitable clothing and equipment, dry spare clothing, hot drink and emergency equipment available. Monitor conditions on an on-going basis.

· Pre-planning, equipment lists to group, kit checked before departure. Helmets, Buoyancy Aids, Wet suits worn if appropriate.
	
	
	

	Deep and/or fast flowing water. Drowning/ swept away from group, entrapment, stopper waves, flash floods
	· Each location must be individually risk assessed by leader with advice from technical advisor (MIA or otherwise approved by Outdoor Adviser) – written control measures and/or operating procedure produced

· Written specific risk assessment and/or operating procedure

· Weather forecast obtained and leader makes decision whether or not to proceed or adapt activity on basis of weather forecast, strength of water, conditions on day and previous days.

· Ongoing assessment by leader at start and during activity

· Use of Buoyancy aid when appropriate and identified in specific risk assessment 

· Throw lines and emergency equipment available 

· Swimming ability of young people known and understood. Parental consent obtained.
	
	
	

	Injury illness or emergency away from immediate help
	· One leader with each group first aid trained according to the level of activity undertaken

· First aid kit taken

· Information about pre-existing medical conditions and mediation carried

· Leaders are briefed and have planned emergency procedures

· Leader/instructors monitor group, close supervision at all times.

· Communications (mobile phones?) arranged or other methods if necessary as identified in the specific risk assessment.

· Pre-planning of emergency procedures and communications

· Identify exit routes
	
	
	

	Falls, falling rocks, cliffs,

Impact with solid object, jumping into water, swept against something solid
	· From site specific risk assessment decision made regarding necessary equipment – helmets (usual), type of footwear, buoyancy aids etc

· Pre-visit – site specific risk assessment and operating procedure as above, escape routes identified

· Close supervision by experienced staff

· Ropes, or terrain requiring ropes may only be used by qualified staff working to an operating procedure agreed by technical expert as above
	
	
	

	Ability of participants and size of group.
	Ability of the young people to undertake the activity is established in terms of:

· Swimming ability

· Age or skill level

· Knowledge and understanding of activity by young people, parents/carers and      staff

· Staff briefings
	
	
	

	Plunge Pools
	· Specific risk assessment undertaken – provide progression and easy opt out.

· Ensure pool is deep enough for height of jump, free from rocks and ledges in the jump zone. Jump point provides a firm footing for jumps.

· Young People wear buoyancy aids and helmets, if appropriate and swimming ability and water confidence known. 

· Parents aware through briefings, consent through OV4.
	
	
	


ADDITIONAL ADVICE AND GUIDANCE:

· AALS – produces further guidance on ‘Combined Water / Rock Activities’ in their ‘Collective Interpretation section 6.6’ section and can be found on the AALS website http://webcommunities.hse.gov.uk/connect.ti/adventureactivitiesnetwork/view?objectId=205808 

· HSE – provide further guidance in their document “Combined water and rock activities: Guidance for providers” available at http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/etis13.pdf:

Both documents have been referred to in the preparation of the specific risk assessment for this activity.   
Signed:


(Group Leader)

	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – RIVER WALKS, SEA LEVEL TRAVERSE, COASTEERING, GORGE STREAM SCRAMBLING (PLANNED ENTRY INTO WATER AS AN ADVENTURE ACTIVITY)

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might go cause significant harm, 

including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CONTROL MEASURES



	
	

	
	

	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	

	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:
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SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

TAKING PART IN THE ACTIVITY)

