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              GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – OUTDOOR PROBLEM SOLVING 
REVIEWED BY Solar 08/2018

	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – OUTDOOR PROBLEM SOLVING

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm?)


	EXISTING (GENERIC) CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	ADDITIONAL (SPECIFIC) CONTROL MEASURES

Briefly outline how you will apply the control measures or any additional measures specific to the visit.
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	This activity provides group challenges in a non-hazardous outdoor environment. Some equipment may be used, including planks, ropes, ladders and barrels. Blindfolds are sometimes used. Leaders should have some prior experience, such as Outdoor Education Advisers’ Panel Outdoor Learning Cards training, of problem solving and have “dry run” the activity before using it with young people. Training appropriate to the level of activity undertaken
	
	
	

	Avoidable objective dangers / unsuitable location
	· Location is suitable with no objective dangers (e.g. steep slopes, brambles, nettles etc.)

· Usually close to accommodation, communication, first aid etc

· Where possible pre-visit to select suitable area for activities
	
	
	

	Fall from height, objects falling from above, trips and slips
	· Assessed activities in dry run

· Low level, no activity above reach of participants

· Leader and other adults understand how to “spot” participants appropriately

· Young people involved in ‘spotting’ are trained appropriately

· Group size and ratios suitable for the activity

· Briefing of young people, behaviour monitored and vigilance of all staff during activity particularly if participants blindfolded

· No running around activity areas or equipment
	
	
	

	Equipment failure, use of equipment
	· Any equipment used is tested and found suitable for the task 

· Lifting of heavy equipment is avoided or properly managed with clear briefings

· Take care using carpet tiles on hard or slippery surfaces
	
	
	

	Illness or injury if away from base
	· Group leader first aid trained

· First aid equipment carried by party
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – OUTDOOR PROBLEM SOLVING

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young 

people:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm

lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CONTROL MEASURES

	
	

	
	

	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	

	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OFF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:


	
	


ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:




SIGNED:





DATE:

(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED

(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

TAKING PART IN THE ACTIVITY)
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