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GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – OPEN FIRES

REVIEWED BY SOLAR 08/18

	GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT – Open Fires

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE:

Young People:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT


	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:


	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm?)


	EXISTING (GENERIC) CONTROL MEASURES
	Write YES if in place, 

NO if not

(or N/A)
	ADDITIONAL (SPECIFIC) CONTROL MEASURES

Briefly outline how you will apply the control measures or any additional measures specific to the visit.
	RESIDUAL RISK RATING

High, Medium, Low

	Poor decision making and leadership
	Supervision by trained staff (e.g Forest Schools Level 3), or approved by Off- Site Visits Co-ordinator, Head of Establishment with advice from Outdoor Adviser as necessary. 
	
	
	

	Burns from fire, hot implements or food.
	· A staff member to have undergone appropriate first aid training

· First aid kit immediately accessible.

· Establish a ‘camp fire area’ around the fire and clear it of any trip hazards

· Provide stable seating around the campfire area, at a safe distance, based on a specific risk assessment, from the fire. 

· Fire to be lit at arm’s length by an adult, fire lighters can be used according to manufacturers instructions, however do not use flammable liquids or accelerants. 

· Do not build the fire too high – suggest no higher than 60cm
· Ensure a thorough briefing of young people and support staff takes place, outlining safe practice around the fire.

· Entry/Exit to and from the camp fire area from behind the back of the seating – walk do not run

· Young people to be closely supervised if in the campfire area according to specific risk assessment, taking into such factors as age, experience and special needs of the young people.

· Nothing to be thrown into fire

· Leader present around fire at all times

· Water/sand available on hand to extinguish fire 

· Have a signal that stops all activity in case of an emergency

· Young people to be briefed on safe practice around the open fire
	
	
	

	Cooking
	· Young people to be closely supervised, set supervision levels according to a specific risk assessment.

· If cooking marshmallows/toast on sticks, kneel down close to the fire

· Long hair tied back, and loose clothing removed or tucked away

· When eating, after cooking, remember the item will be hot!

· Do not wave hot items around on their stick during or after cooking 

· All children seated when passed hot food and told of dangers of eating hot food

· Gloves used where necessary 
· All hot items/food placed in ‘safe zone’
	
	
	

	Food poisoning
	· Wash or clean hands before eating food

· Food to be thoroughly cooked
· Work on mats or tarpaulins under containers/chopping boards to reduce contamination

· Cover food when not being consumed

· Store foods according to manufacturer’s guidelines, where possible
	
	
	

	Slips, trips and falls
	· Ensure around the fire and in front of the seating is clear of trip hazards
	
	
	

	Spread of Fire
	· Take note of the wind direction, in relation to seating and surrounding area.

· Fire pit placed in area of minimum through-traffic

· Ensure vegetation cleared around fire area

· The fire must not be left un-attended and should be fully damped down before leaving

· Ensure loose clothing is tied up or buttoned down, long hair tied back.

· Fire location not under branches/close to vegetation/ consider soil type/ away from other activities
	
	
	


	SPECIFIC RISK ASSESSMENT – COMPLETE FOR ALL VISITS

	State the location and type of visit


	GROUP SIZE

Young People:

Adults:

	ESTABLISHMENT
	

	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED:
	

	HAZARDS

(e.g. what might cause significant harm

including lack of / inadequate arrangements)
	ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC CONTROL MEASURES



	
	

	
	

	
	

	PLAN ‘B’

	
	

	
	

	
	

	ON-GOING RISK ASSESSMENT

Have staff been instructed to carry out ON-GOING risk assessments throughout the visit / activity e.g. as regards to changes of weather, tiredness / illness in the group, behaviour, problems made known by other groups at the same location etc.
	Tick when completed

	
	

	OF-SITE VISITS COORDINATOR’S (OVC) COMMENTS (if any): 
	SIGNED
	DATE

	HEAD OF ESTABLISHMENT APPROVAL:
	SIGNED
	REVIEW DATE

	COMMENTS:
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ASSESSMENT CARRIED OUT BY:





SIGNED:





DATE:
(THE CONTENT OF THIS RISK ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN SHARED


(Group Leader)







WITH AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL STAFF MEMBERS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

TAKING PART IN THE ACTIVITY)












[image: image1.jpg]