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	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION - In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience, the leader must hold the appropriate British Canoeing (BC) qualification for the activity proposed and be approved by the LA Outdoor Education Adviser.


	Hazards 
Considered
Step 1 
	Who might be 
harmed and how

Step 2

	Existing Control Measures:


	Further action -  Step 3
Consider group supervision requirements, individual needs, travel and hazards in the environment used.
	Generic controls are being applied?

If not detail in further actions
	Risk when all generic controls are applied

	Avoidable objective dangers/unsuitable location
	Participants, staff, entrapment, submerged objects, injury and drowning
	· Location has been specifically assessed by a qualified leader as suitable for activity planned
· Operating procedures in place where appropriate
· Ability/experience of group taken into account

· weather forecast obtained, weather and water conditions constantly monitored  and activity adjusted accordingly; alternative programme available if conditions unsuitable

· Appropriate manual handling technique used
	
	
	Low

	Water  environment
	Participants, 

staff, drowning
	· The leader holds the appropriate BC qualification for: the craft, the water (inland or sea) and conditions prevailing

· Leader follows BC code of practice

· Participants supervised in BC recommended ratios by qualified staff  

· Participants on shore are suitably supervised

· The leader holds first aid and resuscitation awards

· Personal buoyancy meets  BC recommendations and leaders check buoyancy always worn correctly when afloat

· All  boats have suitable buoyancy 

· Equipment as recommended by BC is carried and used as appropriate. Participants are appropriately trained in use
	
	
	Low

	Equipment failure
	Participants,

staff, drowning, cuts and injury
	· All equipment  is checked before use; an equipment log is maintained and an annual maintenance programme is undertaken
· Monitoring programme in place
	
	
	Low

	Water quality
	Participants

staff, infections and illness
	· Local advice taken re water quality

· Open cuts and sores covered

· Participants and parents/guardians briefed re Weil’s disease and action to take if appropriate
	
	
	Low

	 Head injury
	Participants,

staff, impact injury
	· Helmets used if conditions, venue or activity dictate 

	
	
	Low

	Exposure to weather 
	Participants

staff, heat/cold injury
	· Provide clear information re suitable clothing and equipment to participants and parents/guardians
· Check for suitability of clothing and footwear and change of clothes

· Spare clothing and emergency equipment available to group

· Plan for participants who  do not bring suitable clothing – check before departure and/or bring spares

· Weather forecast obtained, wind and water conditions constantly monitored and activity adjusted accordingly

· Emergency telephone available
	
	
	Low


	Location of visit
	Date

	Assessment carried out by
	Date
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This generic risk assessment identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of visit or activity. Before undertaking the activity establishments must also make an assessment of any specific risks associated with their visit, including travel, sites used, activities and specific group needs.
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