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NUMBER 31 BUSHCRAFT, CONSERVATION, SHELTER BUILDING AND OTHER WOODLAND ACTIVITIES
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	Additional information - Activities of this kind should be recorded as an Adventure Activity on EVOLVE and an ALF completed – 
Discuss with OEA if clarification required.


	Hazards 
Considered
Step 1 
	Who might be 
harmed and how

Step 2

	Existing Control Measures:


	Further action  - Step 3
Consider group supervision requirements, individual needs, travel and hazards in the environment used.
	Generic controls are being applied?

If not detail in further actions
	Risk when all generic controls are applied

	Use of  conservation tools, natural materials and bushcraft activities

	Participants

staff, Injury, cuts and wounds 
	· Supervision by trained staff (i.e. trained conservation rangers/workers, forest schools staff or competent establishment .(experience can be detailed within an ALF on EVOLVE
· Appropriate protective clothing and equipment

(eye protection, gloves, boots, full arm and leg cover, as judged necessary by trained staff)

· Close supervision in appropriate ratios.

· Specific risk assessments in place for each activity.
· Consider site suitability for activity
· Brief participants on use of tools/ safety issues


	
	
	Low

	Cooking 


	Participants, 

staff 
Poisoning, infection,

scalds and burns 


	· Close supervision at all times. 
· Staff to manage cooking activities at all times

· Brief participants about good hygiene methods. Use anti bacterial wipes and cleaning gel/fluid.

· Cooking of simple low risk foodstuff only i.e. Marshmallows(beware of hot centres) Baked potatoes, toasting etc
· Access to hand washing facilities where ever possible
	
	
	Low

	Building shelters with natural materials
	Participants, 

staff, Injury  from materials or structure falling onto participants 
	· Build on level ground 

· Use suitably sized materials for age and size of participants

· Operating procedures are planned and agreed including size and type of materials that can be used and means of carrying and lifting

· Participants and staff to continually assess suitability of materials for soundness and stability of structure built.

· Participants may not enter shelter until it is assessed for stability by staff (do not sleep in shelters built of heavy material – tarps are an alternative) 

· Do not pick or use living material, litter or waste. 

· After activity ends dismantle shelters with care (main supports last) and leave area as undisturbed as possible.


	
	
	Low

	Edged Tools
	Participants 

staff , Cuts and 

Puncture 


	· Leader to have knowledge of the participants and to have judged the use of edge tools as appropriate.

· Clear briefing by trained leader (i.e. Forest Schools leader, Ranger etc) on use of tools

· Close supervision 

· Knives only to be used when sat or kneeling 

· Tools to be stored on a locked box issued where necessary and collected back in after use.

	Brief participants and staff
	
	Low

	Fires,

Kelly kettles
	Participants 

Staff , Burns

Injury 

Inhalation of smoke 

	· Close monitoring and supervision by leader /supervising staff

· Use of a fire pit, ,brazier or contained area to limit spread of fire

· Instructor demonstrates ignition, holding of tinder bundle/adding to kindling prior to closely supervising participants.
· Briefing regarding behaviour, seating, adding material to fire

· Close access to water for extinguishing fire and immersing/cooling burns.

· Burns kit available. 
· Loose clothing and long hair tied back.

· Safe distance maintained between fire and group

· Fire size appropriate to task.

· Trip Hazards removed.

· Fire location on flat ground and away from overhanging /nearby vegetation, and shelters/tarps. 
	
	
	Low

	Wild Food
	Poisoning/ adverse reaction.
	· Wild foods only to be part of activity if discussed with OEA. Specific knowledge and training is required.

	
	
	Medium


	Location of visit
	Date

	Assessment carried out by
	Date
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This generic risk assessment identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of visit or activity. Before undertaking the activity establishments must also make an assessment of any specific risks associated with their visit, including travel, sites used, activities and specific group needs
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