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NUMBER 11 ACTIVITIES IN/BY INLAND WATER (RIVER,STREAM OR POND DIPPING)
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	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
 In addition to evidence of recent and relevant experience of activity, leader must have discussed with LA Outdoor Education Adviser the nature and location of water. In remote terrain, leader must hold relevant walking award. If activity IN water is proposed a detailed specific risk assessment will be required, leader competence must be approved by Outdoor Education Adviser.


	Hazards 
Considered
Step 1 
	Who might be 
harmed and how

Step 2

	Existing Control Measures:


	Further action - Step 3
Consider group supervision requirements, individual needs, travel and hazards in the environment used.
	Generic controls being applied?

If not detail in further actions
	Risk when all generic controls are applied

	Extreme weather, cold water 
	Participants

Staff, cold injury,

death
	· Consideration of forecast and conditions on the day, leader makes decision whether or not to proceed or adapts activity on basis of weather forecast, strength of water/conditions encountered on the day

· Pre-planned activity, known site used, equipment lists provided to group and kit checked before departure, 
· Emergency equipment carried including spare clothes
	
	
	Low

	Proximity to water
	Participants

Staff, drowning
	· Guidance in DfES ‘Handbook for Group Leaders’ and the leaflet ‘Group Safety at Water Margins’ available from resource section of EVOLVE  must be followed

· Risk assessment of route, banks, crossings etc

· Awareness that water levels change and need to assess conditions before and during activity

· Other route MUST be taken if route (e.g. bank side path, stepping stones) are unsafe

· Close  supervision provided to ensure sensible behaviour
	
	
	Low

	Weil’s disease  Pollution

Water quality
	Participants
Staff,

Illness and infection.
	· Do not use obviously contaminated sites
· Take advice from Environment Agency if necessary
· Obtain and follow guidelines re Weil’s Disease
· Take sensible hygiene precautions: cover wounds, grazes      etc, do not drink river water, wash hands before eating.
· Brief group re hazards and hygiene
	
	
	Low

	Environment (bank and water) – slips, trips, falls.
	Injury

Drowning Participants 

Staff
	· Participants briefed and supervised re approach to, and departure from water
· Leaders must have competence/action plan in case of a person getting into difficulties e.g. ability to reach, throw line.
· Written specific risk assessment required where access and egress is problematical
· emergency clothing, first aid available
	
	
	

	Planned activity IN water (for field studies etc)
	Participants & staff

drowning
	· Each location must be risk assessed by leader and appropriate operational procedures should be produced. 

· Sites must comply with - 
· easy access and exit from water

· no significant hazards on banks e.g. (water flowing onto  overhanging trees)

· no immediate significant down stream hazards (waterfalls, etc)

· a suitable depth, where participants can stand easily in water to be entered and underwater surface is suitable. 

· participants can be seen and supervised by staff
· suitable footwear and clothing must be worn 
· Ongoing risk assessment
	
	
	Low

	Informal swimming

Wading (usually in streams for flow rate data)
	Participants
staff Drowning 
	· Never allow impromptu swimming or paddling –  see swimming risk assessment
· Wading is defined as entering water deeper than knee level (depth including depth of mud where present).
· Check and note access and egress points – at the site used and down stream

· Risk assess the swimming ability of participants 

· Risk assess the flow rate prior to participants entering

· There must be a minimum of one first aider present

	
	
	Medium


	Location of visit

	Date

	Assessment carried out by


	Date
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This generic risk assessment identifies the common hazards and control measures associated with this type of visit or activity. Before undertaking the activity establishments must also make an assessment of any specific risks associated with their visit, including travel, sites used, activities and specific group needs.
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