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	ACTIVITY
	[bookmark: _GoBack]24. Improvised Rafting

	
HAZARDS
	· Drowning
· Hypothermia
· Capsizes, entrapment/entanglement
· Lifting injuries
· Head injuries
· Drifting offshore
· Collision with fixed objects/other craft/people
· Pollution/debris
· Poles breaking

	
CONTROL MEASURES

	
This must be used, adapted and applied in conjunction with Risk Assessment No.1 and any appropriate site specific RA

· Defined and agree rafting area
· Agreed signal system for clear communication
· Detailed weather forecast tidal information and sea state
· Appropriate protective clothing/footwear as determined by Activity Leader
· Wearing of buoyancy aid
· Water confidence of participants ascertained
· Helmets to be worn when deemed appropriate by Activity Leader 
· Safety boat cover or effective form of rescue available on shore (throw line, canoe etc.)
· Security of improvised raft checked prior to launch by Activity Leader
· Examine and replace poles as necessary
· Use appropriate lifting techniques

	
NOTES

	
· This is perceived as a relatively low-key activity and thus not requiring technical skill nor experience on the part of the leader/instructor.  However the potential risk is as great as with other water activities.
· Participants may get over enthusiastic or ‘carried away’ whilst rafting.  It is important to maintain effective communication to get immediate attention of all participants should a problem occur.

	
Risk Assessment carried out by:______________________  Date:______________
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